
Book your training today

Understanding hazardous 
substances, recognising 
risks, and working safely with 
chemicals in the workplace.

0800 222 388

Chemical Safety 
At Work Online

Overview
This online awareness course provides learners with foundational knowledge of hazardous substances 
in the workplace. It covers what hazardous substances are, how they are classified under the Globally 
Harmonised System (GHS), how to interpret labels and Safety Data Sheets (SDS), and how exposure can 
impact people and the environment.

Course Content
	� Define hazardous substances and explain their intrinsic hazardous properties.
	� Identify hazardous substances using GHS classifications, pictograms, and signal words.
	� Describe acute and chronic health effects and environmental impacts of exposure.
	� Explain the four exposure pathways (absorption, inhalation, ingestion, injection).
	� Locate and interpret key information on Safety Data Sheets (SDS).
	� Read and interpret GHS labels, including hazard and precautionary statements.
	� Apply the hierarchy of controls to manage hazardous substance risks.
	� Describe appropriate actions for spills, exposures, and emergency situations.
	� Understand workplace responsibilities and escalation procedures relating to hazardous substances.

Unit Standards
Non Unit Standard

safetynaction.co.nz

Capacity
-

Self Paced Learning
-

Locations
Online at a location of your  
choice


