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Hazardous 
Substances for 
Workers

Overview
This course is designed for workers who use hazardous substances as part of their day-to-day tasks, 
such as cleaning, maintenance, and operational roles. It provides learners with the practical skills and 
underpinning knowledge required to safely handle, store, use, and dispose of hazardous substances in 
accordance with workplace procedures and New Zealand health and safety legislation.

Course Content
	� Define hazardous substances and explain their potential adverse effects on people and the 

environment.
	� Identify hazardous substances commonly used in their workplace and interpret GHS labels and 

pictograms.
	� Locate and use information from Safety Data Sheets to support safe handling, storage, and disposal.
	� Apply workplace controls to minimise risks associated with hazardous substances.
	� Select and correctly use appropriate PPE when working with hazardous substances.
	� Safely handle, store, and dispose of hazardous substances in accordance with organisational 

procedures.
	� Respond appropriately to spills or uncontrolled releases of hazardous substances, including 

emergency actions and reporting requirements.

Unit Standards
Unit 31292 	 Demonstrate knowledge of workplace procedures relating to hazardous substances
Unit 31293	 Demonstrate safe handling, storage, and disposal of hazardous substances in the workplace

safetynaction.co.nz

Capacity
12 attendees

Duration
1 Day (8 Hours)

Locations
At our local training centre
At your own site or workplace


